
WHO OVERSEES INDIANA’S ENVIRONMENTAL 
REGULATIONS?
Environmental regulations in the state of Indiana are governed 
through the Indiana Department of Environmental Management 
(IDEM). The various compliance and permitting programs 
administered by IDEM receive their authority through the 
United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) 
and the Indiana General Assembly via Title 13 of Indiana 
Code. IDEM employs highly qualified engineers, scientists, 
and environmental project managers who specialize in air, 
land, and water quality issues and pollution prevention. 
These professionals work in partnership with the IEDC to 
provide a unified approach towards Indiana’s business friendly 
environment.

WHAT DOES IDEM DO?
The mission of IDEM is to protect human health and the 
environment while allowing the environmentally sound 
operations of industrial, agricultural, commercial, and 
governmental actives vital to a prosperous economy. 

WHICH KEY AREAS DOES IDEM OPERATE WITHIN?
The majority of permitting programs are divided among three 
quality offices: air, water, and land. Each quality office has an 
assistant commissioner and deputy commissioners that bring 
decades of experience to the forefront of their work. 
Additionally, IDEM has four regional offices that are part of their 
greater Office of Program Support. These regional offices serve 
as a conduit between the central state office and the residents, 
municipalities, and businesses located throughout the state.

HOW DOES IEDC FACILITATE PERMITTING  
NEEDS WITH IDEM?
Through the Indiana Business Ombudsman, the IEDC 
communicates regularly with IDEM to coordinate the best 
permitting paths for companies. While the IEDC cannot 
guarantee any permitting approvals, we can help process the 
necessary steps to ensure the permitting process is as smooth 
as possible. A benefit of Indiana’s regulatory environment 
is that IDEM has no backlog on permit applications and is 
typically able to issue a final permit decision in advance of 
statutory deadlines. 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
REGULATIONS 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

GENERAL PERMIT PROCESS TIPS
(may be applicable to air, water, or land 
permit applications)

1.	 Hire an Environmental Consultant 
Environmental consultants are experts 
in their field and typically come from a 
regulatory or legal background. They 
will be able to assist companies in 
navigating the complex nature that is 
environmental regulation.

2.	 Meet with IDEM Ahead of Application 
Submission 
IDEM, while a regulator, has shown time 
and again they seek to promote and 
foster a business-friendly environment 
in Indiana that allows them to also 
serve as the stewards of Indiana’s 
environmental wellbeing. Putting faces 
with names and explaining overarching 
approaches from both sides before 
a permit application is officially 
submitted goes a long way ensuring 
goals can be achieved together. 

3.	 Have Emission and Effluent Analysis 
Prepared Ahead of Time 
Understanding industrial outputs 
and providing information in a timely 
manner to IDEM will help ensure the 
permitting process runs as efficiently  
as possible.
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